-equatorial. Moreover, the multiplicity of the H-22 at  H 4.75 as a (br s), confirmed the -equatorial orientation of the H-22. The structure of the aglycon of 1 was thus recognized to be the 22-Oacetyl-3,22,24-trihydroxyolean-12-en-30-oic acid, previously described in W. frutescens [2] , W. brachybotrys [5] , and Millettia speciosa Champ. ex Benth. [11] (Table 1, Figures 1 and 2 ).
In the osidic region, the HSQC spectrum of 1 displayed two anomeric signals at  H 4.77 (d, J = 7.6 Hz)/ C 104.3 and  H 5.21 (d, J = 6.9 Hz)/ C 105.2. The ring protons of the monosaccharide residues were assigned starting from the readily identifiable anomeric protons by means of the 1 H-1 H COSY, TOCSY, HSQC, and HMBC experiments. The monosaccharides obtained by acid hydrolysis of 1 were identified by comparison on TLC with authentic samples as glucuronic acid (GlcA) and xylose (Xyl). The absolute configurations of the sugars were determined to be D for GlcA and Xyl by GC analysis according to a method previously described [12] . The relatively large 3 J H-1,H-2 value of the GlcA and Xyl (7.6, 6.9 Hz) in their pyranose form indicated a  anomeric orientation for GlcA and Xyl. Units of one -D-glucuronopyranosyl and one -D-xylopyranosyl were thus identified ( Table 1) A literature survey of other Wisteria species [2-6, 13,14] and other genera of the Fabaceae [15] such as Astragalus L. [16] [17] [18] , Glycine Willd. [19] or Medicago L. [20] for example, showed that monodesmosidic oleanane-type saponins with glucuronic acid linked at the C-3 position are very common to this family. More specifically, the sequence 3-O--D-glucuronopyranosyl-22-Oacetyl-3,22,24-trihydroxyolean-12-en-30-oic acid is found in saponins isolated from Wisteria [2, 5] , Derris Wall. [21] , and Millettia Wight & Arn. [11] genera, which belong to the subfamily Faboideae. This may represent a chemotaxonomic marker of this subfamily.
Experimental

General experimental procedures:
Optical rotation values were recorded on a AA-10R automatic polarimeter (Optical Activity LTD). The 1D and 2D spectra ( 1 H and 13 C NMR, 1 H-1 H COSY, TOCSY, ROESY, HSQC and HMBC) were performed using a Varian VNMR-S 600 MHz spectrometer equipped with 3 mm triple resonance inverse and 3 mm dual broadband probeheads. Spectra are recorded in pyridine-d 5 Gilson Pump Manager C-605, having two pumps (2x Büchi pump modul C-601). HPLC was performed on a 1260 Agilent instrument, equipped with a degasser, a quaternary pump, an autosampler, and an UV detector at 210 nm. Chromatographic separation for analytical part was carried out on a C18 column (250 mm × 4.6 mm id, 5 μm; Phenomenex LUNA) at room temperature and protected by a guard column. The mobile phase constituted of (A) 0.01% (v/v) aqueous trifluoroacetic acid and (B) acetonitrile delivered at 1 ml/min according to the gradient 1: 0-20 min 20% B -55% B, and the gradient 2: 0-20 min 20% B -80% B. The injection volume was 10 l at the concentration of 1 mg/ml. Semi preparative part: Chromatographic separation was carried out on a C-18 column (250 mm x 10 mm id, 5 m; Phenomenex LUNA) at room temperature and protected by a guard column. The gradient was the same at 3 ml/min. The injection volume was 0.3 ml at the concentration of 10 mg/ml. Thin-layer chromatography (TLC, Silicycle) and highperformance thin-layer chromatography (HPTLC, Merck) were carried out on precoated silica gel plates 60F 254 , solvent system Acid hydrolysis and GC analysis: Each compound (3 mg) was hydrolyzed with 2N aq. CF 3 COOH (5 mL) for 3 h at 95 °C. After extraction with CH 2 Cl 2 (3 x 5 mL), the aq. layer was repeatedly evaporated to dryness with MeOH until neutral, and then analyzed by TLC over silica gel (CHCl 3 /MeOH/H 2 O 8:5:1) by comparison with authentic samples. Furthermore, the residue of sugars was dissolved in anhydrous pyridine (100 L), and L-cysteine methyl ester hydrochloride (0.06 mol/L) was added. The mixture was stirred at 60 °C for 1 h, then 150 L of HMDS-TMCS (hexamethyldisilazane/trimethylchlorosilane 3:1) was added, and the mixture was stirred at 60 °C for another 30 min. The precipitate was centrifuged off, and the supernatant was concentrated under a N 2 stream. The residue was partitioned between n-hexane and H 2 O (0.1 mL each), and the hexane layer (1 L) was analyzed by GC [12] . The absolute configurations were determined by comparing the retention times with thiazolidine derivatives prepared in a similar way from standard sugars (Sigma-Aldrich). 
3-O--D-xylopyranosyl-(12)
-
